COMMUNICATION ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITIES

The solicitor advised that if the AAT had not overtured the decision and I needed to go to the federal
court my matter would be novel and complex. I have since had a discussion with an assistant director
at the NDIA to explain how important it is that my ASID conferences are funded on an ongoing basis
without having to go through the same process again, taking the matter to the AAT to have a new
agreement for the same matter. I was advised that an alert will be placed on my NDIS file that the
registration, fares, accommodation and related travel will be funded on an ongoing basis each plan.
I am very proud to be a member of the inclusive research and continuing to present at conferences and
ongoing funding is vital to the network and well as my personal and professional development.
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As an ASID representative I attended the Communication Access Alliance meeting held by Speech
Pathology Australia on February 11th. The alliance is a broad group of representatives whose aim is
to ensure communities are communication accessible in Australia. The group has been meeting once
or twice year since 2017 and has links with work occurring, nationally and internationally, to raise
awareness of communication as a basic human right and Communication Access. One of the links is
with global policy work being coordinated through the International Communication Project (ICP) www.
internationalcommunicationproject.com/.
The focus of this meeting was discussion around the findings of a draft review of the literature funded
through Speech Pathology Australia scoping the research pertaining to communication access. This
review will be finalised soon with an accompanying Easy English version. Discussions ensued relating
to definitions, legislations and standards. One of the definitions preferred by meeting attendees was
communication support needs. There was much discussion as to whom this definition included and
whether it should exclude people without a disability who might have little English or limited literacy. The
meeting concluded with a desire to hold a range of focus groups of people who might be considered
to have communication support needs, those with sensory impairments, receptive and/or expressive
communication disorders and users of augmentative and alternative communication. These groups
would allow for time to discuss the definitions and decide for themselves.
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