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Acknowledgement of 
Country
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and their 
custodianship of the lands on which we meet.

We pay our respects to their Ancestors and their 
descendants, who continue cultural and spiritual 
connections to Country.

We recognise their valuable contributions to 
Australian and global society.
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What we will be talking about today

What is TEDx?
How we came 
to do a TEDx 

talk

How we got 
ready for TEDx

What it was 
like



What is TEDx?

Technology

T
Entertainment

E
Design

D



TED organises conferences 
to “bring together the 
world’s most fascinating 
thinkers and doers, who are 
challenged to give the talk 
of their lives…”



How we came to do a TEDx talk

Kathy did a guest lecture 

Student asked Kathy to 
present to TEDx on 

stories of people with 
intellectual disability

Kathy got the invite – it 
said you need to speak 

on your own

“Thanks very much but 
no thanks”

“If you want to know 
how to make TEDx 

accessible to people with 
intellectual disability, let 

me know”

TEDx people got back 
and said they did want to 

know 



Inviting Donna

What was Michelle getting me 
involved in this time?



Welcome 
Drinks



Writing 
the 

speech

What 
was hard

Getting out of my 
academic head!

- Kathy



Writing 
the 

speech

What 
was easy

Knowing that 
what we wrote 
was important

- Kathy



Learning how to speak 
in front of people

• Sally Prosser – gave us exercises 
on how to speak and how to 
breathe



Practice, practice, 
practice

• Over the phone



Practice, practice, 
practice

• In front of the chickens



In front of 
Hot Topics



On stage



The Big Day
“The best opportunity I ever 

had”



Coming together



If we put our 
minds to it, 
we can do 
anything!
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