The  Australian Medical research fund has approved the following research projects to improve the health of people with intellectual disability. Many of these grants include people with a lived experience of intellectual disability to learn more about how to do things better.  We are pleased to see so many ASID members among the researchers. 
 
Title: Does cannabidiol reduce severe behavioural problems in youth with intellectual disability? A randomised placebo-controlled trial
The researchers will look at children aged 6-18 years with an intellectual disability and severe behavioural problems. They will give them cannabidiol, a non-toxic component of cannabis or a placebo. They will look to see if is effective by parent report of behavioural symptoms after 8 weeks. The research is led by Associate Professor Daryl Efron Medical Research Institute, Murdoch Children's Research Institute, Victoria
Title: Significance of low-level mosaicism to intellectual disability in paediatric disorders.
The researchers will look at improving outcomes for children and their families with inherited disorders associated with intellectual disability and autism through earlier diagnosis and intervention. The research is led by Dr David Godler Efron Medical Research Institute, Murdoch Children's Research Institute, Victoria

Title: Inclusive health communication in specialist disability accommodation
This study will look at effective health communication supports for people with intellectual disability. It will focus on people who live in specialist disability accommodation (SDA) during disease outbreaks. They will look at the current engagement with COVID-19 messaging in SDA settings. The research is led by Dr Kate Anderson, Deakin University, Victoria.

Title: Achieving good oral health for young people with intellectual disability is everyone's task
The project aims to develop an oral health assessment for non-dental professionals and carers who regularly interact with people with intellectual disability. The assessment will help people to know when to go to the dentist and help to prevent oral diseases. The research is led by Professor Loc Do, University of Queensland, Queensland

Title: Australia’s first co-created workforce model to advance preventive oral healthcare for people with intellectual disability
This project will work with people with intellectual disability and disability services to co-create an online oral health education resource for disability support workers. This will help the early treatment of oral health for people with intellectual disability. The research is led by Professor Nathan Wilson, University of Western Sydney, NSW

Title: Enhancing access to healthcare for people with intellectual disabilities: A multi-tiered sedation model
Blood tests are vital to manage health conditions, yet these are often overlooked. This project aims to test an idea that a team of healthcare professionals can look at several ways to do a blood test. This might include gradually building up confidence, or sedating medications. The research is led by Dr Jessica Smith, Flinders university, SA.

Title: Co-designing and evaluating a cross-sector physical activity navigator program for adults with intellectual disability
The project aims to increase participation in physical activity for adults with intellectual disability. A program will be co-designed to provide support to adults with intellectual disability and their family to identify and participate in suitable physical activity. The research is led by Associate Professor Leanne Hassett, University of Sydney, NSW.

Title: Profound Pathways: Improving health care transition and decision-making for young adults with severe and profound intellectual disabilities
People with severe and profound intellectual disabilities have complex health care needs. When young people move to adult health care their needs are not always met. Profound Pathways is led by people with lived experience to co-design solutions for health care transition and decision-making that better include people with severe and profound intellectual disabilities. The research is led by Dr Michelle King, University of Queensland, QLD

Title: Reducing health inequities for older people with intellectual disability in rural Australia
This project will look at how health services in rural areas can be improved to better support older people with an intellectual disability. We will also look at how people's health changes over time. We will help services to work together to better support older people with intellectual disability in rural areas. The research is led by Professor Stuart Wark, University of New England, NSW

Title: Patient-led identification of unmet health and psychosocial needs by people with intellectual disability
Regular health screening is a way to find unmet needs to improve health outcomes among people with intellectual disability. We will co-design, implement and test a patient-reported outcome measure system. This will help people with intellectual disability to improve their health outcomes. The research is led by Professor Reema Harrison, Macquarie University, NSW.

Title: Know Me, Support Me: AI reasoning tool for identifying and managing health issues of people with intellectual disability
The physical and mental health of people with intellectual disability can change. Our project will develop an AI tool to help supporters notice these changes and seek medical help when needed. The tool will also help them talk about the signs with health professionals, so they can make health plans. The research is led by Associate Professor Margo Barr, University of New South Wales, NSW.

Title: Building reasonable adjustments, inclusion, and dignity in emergency care for people with intellectual disabilities (BRIDGE-ED)
People with disability can experience difficulties in emergency departments, communicating their needs and understanding treatment options. Disability Liaison Officers (DLOs) act as a bridge between healthcare staff, patients, and carers. We will look at the effect of DLOs on health outcomes and patient experience of people with intellectual and other developmental disabilities. The research is led by Professor Biswadev Mitra from Monash University, Victoria. 

Title: Cascade testing in intellectual disability: social and economic impact
Genomics provides opportunities to give children a healthier start to life. We will look at the social and financial costs to families of children with severe intellectual disability that is genetic in origin. We will then find to what extent clinical genomics can lessen these impacts. Researchers from Macquarie University, NSW will lead the research. 

Title: Facematch: Harnessing frontier technologies in facial recognition to transform genetic diagnosis of children with moderate to severe intellectual disability
As up to 50% of children with moderate to severe intellectual disability have facial features that can help define a diagnosis. We aim to improve diagnosis and novel ID gene discovery for children with rare neurocognitive disorders. The research is led by Professor Brian Lovell from the University of Newcastle, NSW

Title Pioneering co-created patient-reported experience measures for people with intellectual disability to improve health outcomes
Surveys are often used to gather patient experiences but are not suitable for most people with intellectual disability. Our collaboration between consumers, researchers, system and service partners will create patient-reported experience measures with and for this population, and use them to improve hospital care nationally. The research is led by Associate Professor Reema Harrison, Macquarie University, NSW.

Title: Co-producing cancer survivorship resources with and for people with intellectual disability
This research aims to look at the cancer-related healthcare needs  of people with intellectual disability. It will co-produce resources and support tools. We also aim to improve healthcare practices by working directly with service providers, health professionals, and policymakers to improve equity in surviving cancer. The research is led by Associate Professor Michelle Bellon, Flinders university, SA. 
 Title: My Health Care Choices My Way
We will work together with young people, families, doctors, advocates and educators. We will make tools and training to help people make their own health choices and get care that works for them. Led by people with disability, the project includes both First Nations and non-First Nations streams and will develop national guides to improve health services.The research is led by Professor Iva Strnadova University of New South Wales
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